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SUBJECT: MOD ANNOUNCES RETENTION OF GURKHA BATTALION 

REF: LONDON 13146 

1 . IN A SECOND MOVE TO AUGMENT AND PRESERVE BRITISH 

ARMY MANPOWER, THE MOD ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE GOVERN- 
MENT HAS DECIDED NOT TO GO AHEAD WITH THE PLANNED 
DISBANDING OF A L,000-STRONG GURKHA BATTALION. 

2. IN MAY OF L976 ARMY MINISTER BROWN HAD TOLD THE 
COMMONS THAT A CUT IN GURKHA STRENGTH WOULD BE ACHIEVED 
BY THE AMALGAMATION, DURING 1978, OF THE TWO BATTALIONS 
OF THE 2ND KING EDWARD VII'S OWN GURKHA RIFLES. IT HAS 
BEEN DECIDED THAT THIS PROPOSED AMALGAMATION, STEMMING 
FROM THE 1974 DEFENSE REVIEW, SHOULD NOT NOW TAKE PLACE. 

3. THE BRIGADE OF GURKHAS, ABOUT 7,000 STRONG, IS 
MADE UP OF A BATTALION IN BRUNEI, THREE BATTALIONS IN 
HONG KONG AND ONE BATTALION WILL NOW CONTINUE TO BE 
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